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MANDURAH, FUNDING TO SEAL ROAD 
Grievance 

MR A.D. MARSHALL (Dawesville) [9.48 am]:  This grievance is addressed to the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure and is about the reluctance of government to properly reseal the new section of road by the estuary 
bridge or the “new bridge” at Mandurah.  Our seating arrangement in the Chamber is such that my view of the 
minister is somewhat obscured so I will have to try to look over the Clerk’s desk.  I would like the minister to 
recognise that Dawesville is the largest country electorate in Western Australia, and one that I am proud to 
represent.  However, over the past two years it has not been getting a fair go concerning a number of projects.  
The issue on which I am making this grievance is only small and involves $35 000.  Nonetheless, I am sure that 
by the time I have finished my remarks, the minister will be sympathetic about the disruption the unsealed 
surface is causing my constituents.  The minister knows that the new bridge - the Estuary Bridge - is virtually the 
gateway to the south west.  Based on 1998 figures, some 21 000 vehicles a day travel over that bridge and along 
Old Coast Road to my electorate and the new suburbs en route to the south west.  That figure rises to 28 000 
vehicles on weekends and 30 000-odd vehicles on long weekends, and I am advised the figures are increasing by 
seven per cent each year.  That movement of traffic is enormous. 

In the old days there was always traffic congestion and accidents on the bridge, particularly on long weekends, 
because of the merging of two lanes into one, both exiting and entering the bridge.  Our planning before the 
election was to extend the merging areas, about which there was a lot of controversy.  People said it would not 
work, but it has worked magnificently.  They have extended the merges - 

Ms A.J. MacTiernan interjected. 

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  Please listen.  This is important.  I can beat the minister with facts. 

Ms A.J. MacTiernan:  I am quaking in my boots. 

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  I could never be aggressive against a female; it puts me at a disadvantage.  Man to man 
it is easy, but it is difficult with a female, particularly when I respect the minister. 

This new merging was introduced.  It goes for 600 or 800 metres, so there is more time for the cars to move from 
two lanes into one, to maintain their pace and then accelerate over the bridge at 80 kilometres an hour.  It has 
worked magnificently. 

During this time a number of waterside suburbs have emerged around this spot.  Some residents have lived there 
since 1994 and they have been complaining about the increased noise.  Across the road in Mariners Cove, 
Mandurah Quays, the three subdivisions of Erskine and all around the bridge area the noise is horrific and it goes 
on for 24 hours a day; heavy haulage drives past right through the mornings.  There was an appeal, particularly 
by the Waterside Residents Association, that when the new merges were done, Main Roads should, if possible, 
use the new integrated hot mix to reduce the decibel noise level in that area.  At the time, the residents thought 
that would happen, but actually only the new merging areas were done.  The new surface certainly works; it is 
smoother, so the rumble of the tyres decreases, and then suddenly on the bridge the vehicles hit the old grey 
surface.  The new, lush, blackish bitumen has a cushioning effect.  I have played a lot of tennis on courts with 
surfaces like that and I know the difference.  The old grey asphalt increases the noise rumble.  It can be heard in 
a vehicle, let alone in the trucks. 

I believe Main Roads has not been allowed to do its job properly.  There is a difference of $35 000.  I will read a 
couple of quotes from a reply to a letter I wrote on 14 May to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure; the 
reply came back to me on 15 August 2002, such is the efficiency of the minister’s office.  The letter states -  

The Term Network Contractor is currently proposing to resurface the section of the Bypass between 
Leslie Street and the Estuary Bridge with asphalt in 2009/10.   

We are talking about an amount of $35 000.  The letter continues -  

Although Main Roads’ recommended design goals for new roads are exceeded at this site, there are 
other locations in the Metropolitan area where noise levels are higher and it would be appropriate that 
the proposed traffic noise management strategy . . . deals with these on a priority basis. 

If that is the case, I am again convinced that this Government does not care about country areas.  It’s one vote, 
one value legislation indicated that.  The country is not getting a zack in comparison to the metropolitan area.  
The Peel deviation should have been in progress by now.  The pre-election promise was that there would be land 
acquisition etc, yet no money has been spent on the Peel deviation.  There has been a delay with the Mandurah 
rail link, which has cost us thousands of dollars. 
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Ms A.J. MacTiernan:  Absolute lies! 

Withdrawal of Remark 

The SPEAKER:  Please withdraw that comment, minister. 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  I withdraw the statement. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  This delay has cost the City of Mandurah thousands of dollars in tourism, retail trade, 
building and jobs.  Someone once said to me, “Does the minister really understand about millions of dollars?”  I 
said that I had seen her at budget time and that I thought she did.  They said, “Does she understand about billions 
of dollars?”  I said that I had a doubt there.  I know she understands thousands of dollars, because when she is 
spending taxpayers’ money at the rate she is, $35 000 is not much, and she owes it to the residents in the City of 
Mandurah, the engineers and Main Roads to complete this job properly, to give proper job satisfaction and to 
help the people who live near that bridge. 

MS A.J. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.56 am]:  I understand the 
nature of this grievance and I do not seek to diminish its merits.  If we thought this job could be done for $35 000 
in total we could perhaps move it up the priority list. 

Mr A.D. Marshall:  It says that in the letter. 
Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  Hold on.  I do not know whether the member has read all of this letter.  I am reliant to 
some extent on technical advice - I would prefer this not to be the case - but the advice is that this 300-metre 
section relates only to the central section of the Mandurah bypass.  The new merged section will also need to be 
resealed in a few years.  If this section were to be resealed with asphalt, the diverged taper located on the existing 
northbound carriageway would also need to be asphalted to avoid level differences at the joins.  It cannot be 
done just at that point. 

Mr A.D. Marshall:  It should have been done properly in the first place. 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  As we all know, when we are renovating our home, it would be fantastic to do the 
whole job all at once. 

Mr A.D. Marshall:  We are talking about two kilometres of road. 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  I understand that the member would like more money spent in his electorate.  He 
describes it as a country electorate.  It is on the fringe of the metropolitan area, and he is demanding and getting 
a rail service that will incorporate his electorate into the metropolitan area.  I am advised - and I have had this 
advice checked - by the technical officers that the project would actually cost $110 000 to asphalt the entire area 
so there was no differential height at the joins. 

Mr A.D. Marshall:  Even $100 000 is a very small amount of money when you consider that the Peel deviation, 
which would have solved -  

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  I have great regard for the member for Dawesville, but he is talking absolute twaddle.  
To do only phase 1 of the Peel deviation would cost around $165 000.  The previous Government had made no 
provision in Main Roads’ budget for the next 10 years to construct this road, yet he is rabbiting on as if, had a 
miracle occurred and the previous Government been re-elected, it would have built the Peel deviation.  As I have 
explained in the past, building the Peel deviation will be a very difficult task.  Unless we can get assistance from 
the federal Government, it is unlikely that we will be able to do it.   

I also want to address the misleading information that has been presented by the member for Dawesville that the 
Government is not honouring its promise of spending $5 million for land acquisition for the Peel deviation.  I set 
out chapter and verse in answers in the budget estimates exactly where we are spending that money and what we 
have spent it on, and I presented that to the member.  We are on target to spend that $5 million.  We have spoken 
to the federal minister and said that we need to start planning for the Peel deviation and we want money in 2006-
07.  Quite frankly, these pleas are falling on deaf ears and the Commonwealth is saying that it will not help with 
roads like that.   

Mr A.D. Marshall interjected. 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  I am sorry, I have limited time and I need to answer these issues.   

It is true that the noise standards are above the recommended design goals.  However, this is the case on many 
main roads around the metropolitan, outer metropolitan and even in rural areas, including Mandurah and 
Dawesville.  We are currently undertaking a study of these noise levels.  A noise measurement program is being 
conducted along major roads in the metropolitan, outer metropolitan and inner rural areas.  We expect that will 
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be completed very soon.  We will then be able to produce a report that lists where these problems are, and we 
will then prioritise expenditure on addressing that.  We are not saying that we do not intend to address it.  We 
want to get a better fix on who is sustaining the greatest problems in this regard, and then we will prioritise 
expenditure.  If it could have been done for $35 000 it would have been easy, but it could not.  We accept there is 
a noise issue on many roads, and we will approach this in a logical and sensible fashion.  We will produce a copy 
of the assessments for the member for Dawesville when they are ready and then we will work out a systematic 
program to address them in order of priority.   

I will respond to the nonsense the member for Dawesville raised about the rail link.  I talked to the member for 
Mandurah, and while there is a concern and disappointment in the community that the rail link will be delayed 
by a year, there is enormous enthusiasm that they will be getting a fast and direct rail linkage into the city centre 
and their time will not be wasted by the train meandering through the Opposition’s deviation.   
 


